2015 Kisoro Trust
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This year has seen many changes for the
deaf primary school project in Kisoro
Under the new management by the leaders of
the local deaf association, themselves former
graduates of the program, there have been
many inspiring initiatives established in 2015.
Obed Niyibigena, project treasurer, reports on
what’s been happening in and around the
school grounds.

Kisoro Scouts qualify for East Africa
finals

New Farming Project
This year the primary school has set up a special
farming project for the deaf unit. The children
are now involved in a wide range of planting,
farming and harvesting activities. In the boarding
school grounds the children have been planting
avocado trees and jack fruit trees, as well as
rearing rabbits and poultry. This provides an
excellent practical base for the children to learn
farming principals which complements their
lessons in the classroom. The rabbit and poultry
project has been very popular so far, with
children learning how to care for animals, clean
their cages, feed them and watch them grow.
The chickens and rabbits are a very important
source of nutrition for the children, both in terms
of the eggs and meat.

In 2015, the boys and girls of the deaf unit have
set up a scouts group under the Kisoro District
Scout Council. Every year there are scouts
competitions at sub-county, district, national and
East African levels. The scouts are tested on both
classroom based knowledge and practical skills.
Some of activities include construction skills,
swimming and kayaking, drama performances,
community service, knowledge of nature and
positive attitude. Scouting is an excellent practice
to prepare young people for leadership, selfreliance and playing constructive roles in their
society.
We are very happy to announce that the 9
students in the special needs group representing
Kisoro Demonstration School have excelled at
each stage and have recently secured a place in
the East African finals! We are immensely proud
of all the students who have taken part so far and
wish them all the best of luck in the East African
competition, due to be held in Kenya this
December.
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Children visit travelling zoo

Great loss of bright young leader

During the first week of July this year the
Ugandan Wildlife Authority held a special event
to raise money for the Murwereri Community
Conservation Group in the local Mgahinga
National Park. During this time an exhibition of
animals taken from the Entebbe zoo was put on
show at a nearby centre. The deaf unit enjoyed
a day trip to the exhibit, where they saw a range
of exciting animals including a lion, camel,
leopard, python snake, peacock and ostrich. The
children saw and learnt about the habitat,
lifecycles and feeding habits of these wild
animals. There was also a large playground for
the children to play on, which was a great source
of fun and entertainment.

On 16th September 2015, former graduate of the
Kisoro Trust deaf primary school program and
President of Kisoro District Association for the
Deaf, 29 year old Kinuma Jonas, was found
drowned in Lake Chahafi. This very sudden passing of such an inspirational and admired young
leader has come as a great shock to all who knew
him. Jonas’ death has been deeply felt throughout the deaf community in Uganda and beyond.

Loss of a beloved teacher
We are saddened to report the passing of a wellloved member of the teaching staff from the deaf
unit at Kisoro Demonstration School. Nkurunziza
Moses passed away at the end of July and will
be dearly missed by students and colleagues.
I would like to make a donation to the Kisoro
Trust. I enclose a cheque for £___________
Name________________________________
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____________________________________

Successful graduates
primary deaf unit
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At the end of last year we were proud to see
three students attain high enough passmarks
from their Primary 7 exams to enter into
secondary school. Arinatwe Godris is now
studying at a secondary deaf unit in Wakiso
district (the nearest Secondary School for the
deaf 750km from Kisoro) while Tumwebaze
Asuph is now enrolled at the Vocational Institute
in Kamwenge. The last of the graduates,
Mfitumukiza Gedion, was not able to find support
to start secondary study this year, but has
fortunately secured funding to begin at a
vocational college in the 2016 school year. Great
thanks, once again, to all the supporters of Kisoro
Trust for giving all the deaf children of Kisoro
Demonstration School the chance to complete
their primary education. It is an invaluable gift
for the children – a true lifeline.
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